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Waiting tables, changing lives
New job program in Spanish Fort helps people with autism
By CLIFF MCCOLLUM
cliff@gulfcoastmedia.com

Race to the River
5K and Fun Run
224 people came to
the inaugural GulfQuest race, and more
attended the post-race
party

Smiling faces and cheerfulness abound at the
dining room in Westminster Village in Spanish
Fort, as elderly residents interact and joke with
the young people who make up the wait staff.
These young people aren’t just ordinary
students in a summer job, however – they’re all
young people with autism and their presence
in the dining room is the result of a program
called Hope for Hire, started by Chef Jason
Maxwell.
Maxwell said he has a special place in his
heart for people with autism because he’s had

experience with it in his own life.
“My son Skyler has autism,” Maxwell said.
“He was diagnosed a little before he was 2, so
my wife and I, we know the challenges from an
emotional, spiritual, financial standpoint. It can
just be overpowering and it’s crushing for many
people.”
Maxwell said he was disappointed by the
lack of opportunities available for young people
with autism and he felt called to do something
to help.
“So, a year ago we started this program,”
Maxwell said. “It’s the motivation to help
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Hope, who has a non-verbal form of autism, helps to
SEE AUTISM, PAGE 2 roll silverware for upcoming meals.
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Well-known novelist
will visit Fairhope

Olympic Day for Fairhope schoolchildren

Fairhope renews
contract with
business owned
by Sen. Pittman

Come meet Joseph
Finder, author of the
new book “Guilty
Minds,” at Page &
Palette on July 23.

Daphne postpones vote
on handbill ordinance
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By CRYSTAL COLE
crystal@gulfcoastmedia.com

First Friday Art Walk
returns soon
Visit Fairhope’s Eastern Shore Art Center
to see a new exhibit
and a special project
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Philip W. Allen
Bernard Edwin Bixler
Patsy Ruth Bond
Elizabeth Mae Ezell
Silas Hathcock
Sharon Joan Holloway
Alvin Walter Kashew
Kimberly B. McQuagge
Georgia P. Nelson
Brent M. Pearson
Janet Ruth Price
Frances Loretta Soesbe
George E. Summerlin

STAFF PHOTOS

The United States Sports Academy in Daphne hosted more than 70
children ages 5-11 — kindergarten through sixth grade — last week
for “Olympic Day,” a worldwide annual celebration in recognition of
the Modern Olympic Games. The children from the summer camp at
Fairhope Elementary School visited the American Sport Art Museum
and Archives (ASAMA) on the Academy campus, where they were
able to see some of the more than 2,000 pieces of sport art from
painting to sculpture and more, many depicting Olympic sports. The
children also learned about the Olympics from Academy President
Dr. T.J. Rosandich and from Darrick Heath of Spanish Fort, who represented the United States in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics as part of
USA Team Handball.

INDEX

In a 3-0 vote, the Fairhope
City Council renewed a disasterrelated debris removal and disposal agreement with a company
owned by State Senator Tripp
Pittman (R-Montrose).
The renewal was an extension
of the deal approved in June 2015,
when the city awarded the contract to Pittman Tractor, which
was the lowest bidder at $1.2 million.
Only three council members
were present for the meeting –
Diana Brewer, Rich Mueller and
Kevin Boone – enough for a quorum to hold the meeting and vote
on the matters before them.
“This was just an extension
of the contract we approved last
year, so it did not have to be bid
out this year,” Brewer said.
Pittman Tractor has been
awarded this contract for disaster
debris removal and disposal since
2012. While the contract must be
rebid every three years, it can be
renewed twice during that threeyear period without a rebidding
process.
City officials said they did
their due diligence to make sure
the contract was legal and valid,
and that approving the contract
helped make sure the city met
SEE COUNCILS, PAGE
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Tennis mixer at Fairhope’s Stimpson Tennis Center
SUBMITTED
The City of Fairhope
and the Fairhope Tennis
Center invite the public
to join them on Wednesday, June 29, at 5:30 p.m.
to meet Tomas Catar, the
new City of Fairhope tennis professional. Adults
and juniors of intermediate and higher playing
levels are encouraged
to attend this meet and
greet mixer at Stimpson
Field. All attendees will be
treated to sandwiches and
drinks.
Catar has coached pro-

fessional players, top junior and college players
throughout the country
and is experienced teaching juniors and adults
of all ages. During his
coaching career he has
established numerous
successful adult and
junior tennis programs,
in addition to being a
founder and the president of the Gulf Coast
Tennis Association. He
also serves as a member
of the USTA Alabama
Junior Competition Committee.
His playing experience
reaches to number one
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ranking in the world on
the ITF junior circuit,
European junior championship title and as a professional to the Davis Cup
World group, Grand Slam
tournaments and ATP
world ranking 230. His
experience as a player and
a coach help him bring
a unique set of skills to
Fairhope and players of all
ages. For more information on the Meet and Greet
Mixer, call the Tennis Center at (251) 990-9526.

Adult Tennis Clinic
The Fairhope Tennis
Center will host two Adult

COUNCILS
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Federal Emergency Management
Agency requirements must be in
place before a potential storm hits.
The city of Fairhope would only be
responsible for paying about 10 percent of the contract if a disaster hit.
The rest of the funds would be supplied through state or FEMA emergency funds.

Daphne City Council
Members of the Daphne City
Council were set to vote on changes
to the city’s handbill ordinance at last
week’s meeting, but postponed that
vote after questions were raised.
One of the proposed changes would

AUTISM
CONTINUED FROM 1

others, to be able to help
parents like us and people
with autism because after
high school, they sit home
with their parents all day
–sadly, that’s the norm. We
wanted to change the norm.
We wanted to create a positive environment, where
we can train these young
people in the hospitality
industry and give them
that social interaction that
they may not be getting at
school.”
Maxwell said that despite the range of ways
the young people in the
program deal with their
autism, he and his staff
can find ways to help them
build job skills and better

18427 Pennsylvania St.,
Robertsdale, AL

Junior Summer Tennis
Programs
The Fairhope Tennis
Center will begin offering
junior tennis programs
in July at the Stimpson
Field courts.
Session 1 will run from
July 11 through July 28,
with Session 2 running
from Aug. 1 to Aug. 18.
Children ages 6 to 9 years
(Level 1) will have classes
on Thursdays from 4 to 5
p.m. with a cost of $30 per

allow the city to levy fines for the
unlawful distribution of handbills,
but the language in the changes did
not specify who would be fined if and
when the new law was broken.
Councilman Ron Scott asked the
council to delay the vote in order to
allow the city attorney to better clarify who would be subject to any fines
or penalties under the new ordinance.
“From a code enforcement standpoint, we need to know who the violator is,” Scott said. “Is it the person
who throws the handbill? Is it their
supervisor or is it the company who
does it? At this point, our prosecutor
and judge haven’t had a chance to
look at this. We need to give our legal
team time to decide who might be responsible.”

interact with people in realworld situations.
“Even with the students
who are non-verbal, we’re
still able to communicate
and explain how to do
this in a way that they understand,” Maxwell said
“Whether it’s rolling silverware, breaking down tables
or even waiting tables,
they’re all jobs and roles
that these kids can fill not
just here, but in businesses
across the service industry
that need good, hard-working employees.”
One member of the program, 19-year-old Zach, has
been coming for several
weeks and Maxwell said
he’s already ready to offer
Zach a job.
“Every day, he gets a little
more comfortable and it’s

so great to see it happen,”
Maxwell said. “He’s going
to be successful because he
wants it bad and he’s going
to get it.”
Zach agrees and said he’s
looking forward to being a
full member of the staff.
“It’s pretty amazing,”
Zach said. “I’ve got good
training and it’s going well.
I’ve been doing things like
getting napkins ready, I’ve
done a lot of serving work
and have gotten to meet
some nice people.”
And that training seems
to have paid off, as the residents’ faces light up as Zach
approaches their table each
and every time.
“It’s a win-win for everyone involved,” Maxwell
said. “These young people
get useful job training and

Coming soon:
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session or $14 for walk-ins.
Children ages 10 to 17
years (Level 2) will have
classes on Mondays from
4 to 6 p.m. with a cost of
$40 per session or $18 for
walk-ins.
High school and tournament level players
(Level 3) will have classes
on Mondays from 4 to 6
p.m. with a cost of $40 per
session or $18 for walkins. Space is limited to
eight players per session
and pre-registration is
required.
To register, call (251)
990-9526 or email tomas.
catar@cofairhope.com.

The changes in the handbill ordinance were mentioned by some
as possibly targeting the Mobile
Press-Register’s Gulf Coast Life, an
advertising publication that is thrown
into residents’ yards across Baldwin
County.
Many cities across Baldwin County
have considered handbill ordinances
and penalties similar to Daphne’s, as
city leaders have said residents were
tired of “the clutter in their driveways
and yards” and environmental groups
like Mobile Baykeeper have said the
publications can cause ecological
damage by ending up in area waterways.
The council will likely take the
issue back up at one of its July meetings.

It’’s not just better hearing, it’s a better life!

Sautéed Louisiana crawish tails smothered
in a creamy Etouffée sauce,
Served with our baked rice and French bread.

251.947.4000

register for the clinic,
call 251-990-9526 or email
tomas.catar@cofairhope.
com.

Hearing Aids at

$15.95

For Reservations

Tennis Clinics in the coming months.
The first session begins
July 11 and runs through
July 28, with the second
session starting Aug. 1
and running through Aug.
19. Both sessions are on
Thursday evenings from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Stimpson Field. The cost is $30
per session and $14 for
walk-ins.
Space is limited to eight
players, with a minimum
of three players. The
sessions are designed for
players in intermediate
and advanced levels. For
more information or to

skills, but our residents
get to interact with these
really awesome kids and
try to help them along. It’s
really benefitted everyone
here and we certainly see a
lot more smiles on the days
when these kids are here.”
Maxwell said he has
hopes to expand Hope For
Hire to more restaurants
and locations across the
region and the country, as
he said the exponential increase in autism diagnoses
has continued to grow.
“This is not an issue that
is going away, so programs
like this one are only going
to become more necessary
as time passes,” Maxwell
said. “We want to make
sure we’re giving a sense of
purpose and pride to these
kids, to make sure they
have an opportunity to be
hard-working members of
society just like anyone else.
They’re certainly capable
and ready to do the work –
they just need people to step
up and give them a chance.”
Maxwell encourages
people interested in the program to visit their website,
HopeForHire.org, or to come
up to Westminster Village
to see the young people in
action.
“Once you see all the
things these kids are able
to do and see how hard
they want to work, you’ll be
impressed and amazed, just
like all of us are,” Maxwell
said. “Student by student,
we’re going to keep moving
forward and try to change
these young people’s lives,
to give them hope and to
renew our sense of hope,
too.”

